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Students will explore western cultural ideas and differences through research, discussion, and presentation. The goal is
to deepen students’ understanding of western culture and to help them find research topics for their Senior-year
graduation thesis
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This course gives students the chance to research and explore a wide variety of topics related to cultural

gﬁ% compar isons between western and Japanese cultures. Students should be prepared to do individual and group work
" lonline research, presentations in English, and to participate in discussions about cultural topics
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- . . . Instructor explains course objectives. Students discuss Group
¥1E | Introduction and Orientation ideas of culture and traditions in the West. discussions
. : : Students will learn current research methods and understand how |Group
#2[E Research methods discussion to find information needed for the presentations. discussions
. . . . Students will explore how culture is presented in Western / Group work about
#3[E Comparing cultures in movies Japanese movies and discuss different perspectives. movie cultures
. . . . . Students will discuss how culture is presented in Western / Paper on movie
#4[E Discussing cultures in movies Japanese movies and discuss different perspectives. impressions
- . . Students will explore Western spring and summer holidays Group
85E Spring & Summer Holidays and how they compare with Japan’s. discussions
=6 Student presentations about Western |Students share information about a Western spring / summer Student
= Summer / Spring Holidays holiday of their choice. Presentation
7@ Wedding customs - June brides Students will learn about Western wedding customs and Presentation
= g compare them with their knowledge of Japanese traditions. Summary Due
=8E Student poster presentations about [Students will create a poster and share information about |Student
= Western Weddings Western weddings in a country / culture of their choice. Presentation
Students will discuss in groups what they know about world Presentation
9@ Summer strut - music culture music genres and learn about Western music culture and the Summary Due
roots of music styles. y
Students will discuss in groups what they know about world Group
%#10E Wor Id music genres music genres and learn about Western music culture and the discussions
roots of music styles
hk11[]8tudent presentations about Western [Student groups share information about a Western minority |Student
= Music of their choice. Final Research paper will be explained. Presentation
e . . S Students will discuss Japanese summer activities in groups |Presentation
5812 Amer ican Summertime activities and learn about summertime activities in America. Summary Due
s513E Western Summertime activities $tudents will continue to discuss western summer activities Group .
in groups. discussions
. . Students will have an American-style BBQ party after cooking Experiential
8514 American BBQ Culture typical American BBQ foods and doing common BBQ activities. learning
. . . , . . Research Paper
s 15@ English Camp Participation §$ﬁngzTagzst participate in HiroGaku' s English Camp for their due by end of
) semeseter
?H Student presentations (graded on content, English accuracy, and presentation style using a rubric): (3 X 15 pts:
E%ﬂ 45pts) 45%; Research paper (7 pages long about a topic of Western Culture; it will be graded on content and
e English accuracy using a scoring rubric): 35%; Homework, classroom, and English Department cultural event
## participation: 20%
meg Missed assignments should be submitted before the following class; the student is responsible for submitting
missed assignments. Students will be asked to use their smartphones for class assignments every week
=#7%E Pre-class reading materials and assignments should be completed and understood before coming to class. Expected
%=1& preparation time: 90 mins. / day.
%t There is no assigned textbook; the professor will provide handouts and materials. Students must have access to a
#%7#% | smartphone or notebook computer for classrooom activities, reviewing materials and submitting assignments via
2%& |Teams. Students may participate in an intercultural collaboration, so a smartphone and computer are required
B s Students must attend scheduled classes and must submit drafts and work according to the professor’ s

requirements. Students should inform the professor PRIOR to absences whenever possible




